UNDER AN OPEN SKY

PREIN AR PRCONIC CHLERRATES THE TAST TRDS NATURAE ENSPIRATION

BY TRICIA RAYRURN

The East End's special quality of light has lured artists for more than 100 years. That hauntingly

incandescent light — and the evocative power it can lend 1o a painting — has never changed.

The same cannot be said of the East End’s priceless landscapes, many of which have literally

disappeared — collateral casualties of development. Now a group of twelve local artists have

joined together to record on canvas and in photographs the fields and dunes and shoreline

vistas that make the East End glorious to behold. Their labor of love benefits us all.

0 1878, the Tile Club, a group of renowned

painters including Winslow Momer, Wil-

liam Merritt Chase and others, 1eamed with
the Long Istand Railroad to promote summer
travel to eastern Lomg Island. The group’s New
York-to-Montauk journey was documented in
Scribmer’s Moathly, in short storles comple-
mented by photographs of the artists working
outdoors—or, en plein air. Since then, countless
artists have made the same journey, and “the
light™ of the East End has become famous in
artistic circles foe its unique, Inspiring effects.

Today, Plein Air Peconic, a group of raehie

Lindicape artists who celebeate the Fast Fad's
natural beauty in watcrcolors, oils and photeg:
raphy, continue to be inspired —but they can’t
give the light all the credit. Certainly, the shift-
ing. often moody glow contributes to each and
every work, but despite its widespread popular-
ity, it really wouldn't amosst 10 much without
what is perhaps the area’s most sigrilficant
source of inapiration.

The land.

While not overlooked or unappreciated
(that would be impossible), the East End's
fields, farms, dunes, beaches, Bora and fauna
are not generally given enough credin. “You

always hear about the Fight,” said Yvette DeBow-

Salsedo, Director of Marketing and Communi-
cations for Peconic Land Trust, “but what about
the Land? The light woukin't mean anything
without the Lind.™ And given that the stunning
Landscape contimes to evolve—and even disap-
pear, in some places—it's Inoce nportant now
than ever that it's given its due,

Rebecca Chapsnan, Vice President of Phi-
Lanthropy at Pecosic Land Trust, had this in
mingl when she approachad local astist Gordon
Matheson aboat forming a group of plein ais
painters to capture the beauty of some of the
Teust's preserved linds in 2005, Sance its incep-
tion in 1983, Peconic Lard Trust has effectively
protected nearly 9,000 acres on Loung Island
from developmen: —but despite the area’s

seemingly limitexd size, there's always moce
work to be done, Without the Trust and othes
like-minded organizations, the East End land-
scage as i's currently known would soom only
exist on canvas and in photographs. Chapman
sought to raise public awareness of this fact
through these same mediums, in hoges that a
collective community effort could prevent an
unfortunate, irevenible outcome.

Mutheson, who bad dready been organizing
and panicipating in other plein air art shows,
was on board, Tn fall of 2005, be and artist
Casey Anderson started planning two scpurate
landscape shows to benefit the Trust. The first
show, Four Rowds to a Lasdscape, featured
work by Matheson, Anderson, Tom Steeks and
Carolyn Conrad, and was held the following
April. The second show was limited to plein air
painters and landscape photographers whose
work was completed on land preserved by the
Trust. Matheson imvited nine landscape painters
and three photograpbers, all full time artists,
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to participate, and Plein Air Peconic was bom,
The group worked with the Peconic Land Trast
stewardship team to select twenty preserved
vistas and watersheds, and then spent countless
hours "in the field,” capeuring some of the area's
most stunning scenery. The results were shown
in Plein Air Peconic 1, which was held at Exat
Hampeon's Ashawagh Hall over Columbus Day
weckend in October 2006, and proved 1o be a
huge success,

“Peaple really responded: they felt a connee-
than to the land,” said Matheson. “Many people
bought works of places they were familiar with,
One woman bought a painting of a howse she
lived in as achild.” «

Riding this success in 2007, the Plein Air
Peconic Teaveling Exhibition took a sample of 40
paintings to sbraries across the East End for one-
month shows, In October of last year, Plein Alr
Peconic Il was held at Wallace Gallery in East
Hampton; the show listed the entire month and
drew mare than 700 visitors.

A traveling exhibition will follow in 2008, as will
Plein Akr Pecoaic 1L 10 be held this October at
the Grenning Gallery in Sag Harbor. A portion of
all artwoek sales is dosated 1o the Trsst, and bas
so far amounted to tens of thousands of dollars.

To prepare for the shows and traveling ex-
hibitions, the group, which carrently consists
of twelve of the original thirteen artists, sets up
casels and tripods on Trust-preserved Luod on
the North Fork, South Fork, Shelter Island and
Ram Island, and in Riverhead, Westhampton,
Quogue and Hampton Bays. The artists work
year-roun, though the painters sometimes
swap the cold outdooes for warm studios during
winter months, and complete paintings begun
its the falk

ar the artists, it's time well spent. Said
F Lindscape photographer and Plein Air
Peconic member Kathryn Szoka: “In

the early 19805 the East End was relatively ob-
scure, Souttlchole Road was an open vista from
end to end. To travel through that environment,
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What every aspnng plein MDSE feeos

= portadie casel (for ofl and acryic panters)

= pant paleste that won't blow away

= trash Bag and closed containers to Sispose of
turpeatine, peper towels and other waste

- small table

= hmted number of Scunhes and tubes of paist to help
COMMIVE Space

« hagh SOl of a Chawr

= Big hat, sunscreen and bug speay

Gorton Mathewon, Sogeponcct Wialowers
Parsooage Lanw, Sageponack, Jure 200

to stand in it, noting season by the crop, the
stoell in the akr, the shape of the Hight, was both
an education and a profound experience.

1 was drawn to photographing these quiet
spaces, barns ke chapels, luminous in the dam
od light of dawn or dusk,” She added, “If the late
80s were a development wave, the last ten years
have been a tsunami, rendering the landscape
unrecognizable. Scuttlebole Roud Is snow subus.
béa. Our open horizons have vanished.”

The pairing of dedicated plein air artists with
an organization committed to preserving their
Inspirational spaces is a natural fie, and the
partnership has proven beneicial to all involved
by raising funds and swareness for the Trust,
artists anl, most lportantly, the land, “It's 4
wonderful colliboration with Jocal artists who
also care shout working farens and natural lands
on the East End,” said John Halsey, President of
Peconic Land Trast. “The show itself serves to
Inspire people as to what can be done, and what
shouk! be done,”



About the Artists

1, Casey Chalern Aadersor

Foundag Plein A Peconic member Casey Chalem
Anderica moved to Sag Harbor i 1090, Mer vibrant
and colorful oll pantngs of seaside gardens,
trangad woter and 0Cean waves are compoted from
sketches, photographs and drect cbservation. She
has particpated in exhibitions at Ashawagh Hall,
Guig Mot and Parrish Art Moseum,

coseyortdhampions,com /Toseyart.com

2. Senan D Alesse

Susan D'Messio grew up on Long tsland and currently
fives in Bridgehampton, A committed onsite painter,
her work degicts the Aght, smosphere, tranguiity
and beauty of easten Long Island marshiands, farms
and dunws. She is also drawn to visually Capturing old
South Fork traditions: farming, fahing and boating
She has participated i exiibitions at Ashawegh Hal,
East End Arts Councd and the Water MiS Museum,
ond recewed the Best Represestational Work award
dunng the Members Cxhbition at Guild Mall

SSONG SWIANTONE O COM / susandolossio Com

I Terry £
Terry Clins has been painting the South Fork's van:
Bhing subject matter—open space and Its dramatic
Pevinsuly Bght—since moving to Bridgehampten in
1987, Mis traditional 3pproach 1o panting acoerate:
Iy expresses a place's look, feel and atmosphere, He
P DTICOItEd 0 Numerows oxhditons, receved
two Poliock Krasner Foundation swards and tacght
extendsively ot Guild Mal, Parrish Art Musews and
the Victor D'Amico Insttute of At

CAMIT@NOEMOILCOm / terryelhing Com



Aubrey Grainger's paistings compgise a visual journal
of her fe. Each landscape i 8 record of the time she
SPOnt in a particular place and the effect ik had on
her, She credits shadows of trees and bght dancing
O water a3 her inspiration. A member of the Artists
Alance of Cast Hampton, she has exhibited a2 Ashy-
wiagh Hall and Clayton Liberatore Gallery.

QOO POPlonbne Nt / UV ey groVgersiudio ¢om
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Gail Korn has painted images of ecastera Long island
since moving o Amagansett in 1978 Although her
work is painted on-site and might be called panterly
reaksm, her peimacy concerns are visual ideas (ight,
<olor and adstract compostion) as opposed to
breral represemation. She bas exdbited throughout
Long Island, and is represented in the Skidgmare Col-
lege coliectron.

goiekern@ow.com / godhernsivdio com

6. WMichele M

Micheie Margit's paintings capture the ever-changing
Sght and celors of the land through the seasons. Mer
landscapes in ofs and watercolors refiect her love of
s land, and the serenity she expenences working
" nature, A member of the Artists Allance of Cast
Hampton, she has participated in exh®itions at Ashy-
wogh Hall, Guld Mall and the Victor D'Amico nstitute
of Are, where she wos awarded a prize s 2002

MMargl @yaheo.com / michelemargit. com



nspired by paintings of 15th century Amaerican
tonaists and lumissts and the gorgeous vistas of
the South Fork, Gordon Matheson started a second
COreer a3 & self-taught phein air painter after moving
10 the ares twelve years ago. His landscapes have a
definite sense of place and seston, and he frequent
By returns to favorite preserves 1o Capture thew
GAferont moods in vary ) Atmospherns Condunions.
He has particopated i exhibitions at Gedld Hall Par.
rish Art Meseum and Benson Gallery

SOpMBuptomiine net 7/ govaonvmOt M sONsled o Com

Joanne Rosko moved to Southampton in 1982 Mer
DAChQround s & pecennipl gardenty (S 2pparent
her depctons of plants »n her Landscapes. A blend-
ing of Moody COlors and UNCOMMON COMPOTLOnS
brings freshness to her canvas She it & member
of the East End Arts Councd, Artists Alllance of East
Hampton and Southamplon Artists ASS0Ciation
She has particpated i exhibitions at Ashawagh
Hall, Gudd Mal and the Water Ml Musoum

NOSEO@optonine net / wed. mac Com/Joanneyosi o

Whether paisting en pleis air of in the studio,
Seuthampton native Dheen Dawn Skretch cagtures
the peacefd spint and unique beasty of the vanish
"5 open spaces of the East End. S5¢ 15 & member
of the Artssts Alkance of East Marmpton, Catharine
Lonllard Wolfe Art Oud and Guilld Hall, and has
exhibited ot the East End Arts Councl, Parrsh Ant
Myseum and the Water Ml Museum

eskretch@onl com / eveendownsiretch com



Foundng Plein Ar Pocanc memier Tom Stecle s
& widely recogrered Cast End landscape photogre
pher. M pRotograghs, often viewed 33 pantngs,
are Large o 1cale and Inchede dramalic imagery of
wide eoen vistas, farms, falds and walerways

His work has been featured in masy reglonal pub.
lications and exthbned at sumercus gallenes and
museuns across Long Iviend

tsteeie @iz 20 i Om COM / LOMAL O SILTN. COM

A 509 Marbar ressdent snce 1987, photographer
Katheyn Szoka i best bnown for her Vanishng
Londscapes © secies. She i3 represanted Sy The
Robim Rice Gallery in New York Cty and Caned's
Gollery i Sag Martar, S1008's pubications include
Sog Morbor is: A Lerory Colebrotion. She das docw
mented Ouad Ml Farm, & Pocone Lang Trest CSA
" Amagansett, and other subjects

OO EYPOLENPLONO000k S COM / COMOSBo0L s Com
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In 3392100 1o Commercal photography work, Ellen
Wotsen has Deen Capturng the pecple and places of
eastern Long island’s Seautiful landscape since her
arrvvad from the Midwest in 1991

PG WOLLON COM / QWolson com

Exhibition
Paa Ar Peconic, "Open Spaces’
Saterday, Agrd 26 {10 am -8 p.m)

atd Sungay, Aseil 27 (10 am -5 am)

Ashawaph Mall, TB0 Sonngs Nireplace Road

Lot Mamaton



